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SCHEDULE 6 TO THE SIGNIFICANT LANDSCAPE OVERLAY

Shown on the planning scheme map as SLO6.

DIAMOND CREEK MAJOR ACTIVITY CENTRE

1.0 Statement of nature and key elements of landscape

The Diamond Creek Twenty20 Major Activity Centre Structure Plan and Leisure Facilities
Plan (September 2006) identifies the distinct landscape setting, sense of openness and
dominant native canopy tree cover as defining features of the semi-rural township character
of Diamond Creek. The town contains many significant landscapes due to the vegetation
planted throughout, the corridor of open space that runs through the centre and the
surrounding bushland and open pastoral land.

While the Structure Plan encourages higher intensity development within the activity
centre, future development should seek to strike a balance between the realisation of the
development potential of sites, and the retention of the distinct semi-rural township
character.

All new development shall contribute to the preservation and enhancement of the unique
landscape setting of the Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre through the achievement of
the following preferred character:

 Buildings will be sited and designed to integrate with the landscape setting and
maintain views across the Diamond Creek valley.

 New development shall complement and reflect the historic qualities of the township
and its landscape setting through the use of natural materials and colours.

 Buildings will be modest in scale to ensure the dominance of the tree canopy over built
form, and avoid excessive bulk and create interest through articulation, roof forms,
fenestration, parapets and other design elements.

 The use and retention of indigenous vegetation, particularly canopy trees, to reflect and
reinforce the vegetation dominated character of the area.

 Use of exotic species in selected locations as an expression of the European heritage of
the area.

2.0 Landscape character objectives to be achieved

 To retain and encourage the dominance of canopy trees in keeping with the distinct
rural township image and character of Diamond Creek.

 To ensure that development is sensitive to the natural characteristics of the land
including slope, terrain and existing vegetation.

 To ensure that the health of existing trees is not unnecessarily jeopardised by new
development.

 To restrict removal of vegetation to the minimum required to allow land to satisfy its
development potential in accordance with the Diamond Creek Twenty20 Major Activity
Centre Structure Plan and Leisure Facilities Plan (September 2006).

 To ensure that new development contributes to the achievement of the preferred
character through additional landscaping, particularly canopy trees.

 To reinforce the indigenous planting regime within the Diamond Creek Major Activity
Centre.
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3.0 Permit requirement

A permit is not required to construct a building or carry out works more than five (5)
metres from the base of any substantial tree.

A permit is not required for buildings and works for railway purposes including signals
(and related control buildings), new tracks, track-work and realignment, train stabling,
overhead power lines, gantries, buildings and works related to railway power requirements
and any work required under the Disability Discrimination Act-Disability Standards for
Accessible Public Transport 2002.

A permit is required to remove, destroy or lop any substantial tree. This does not apply to:

 the pruning of a tree for regeneration or ornamental shaping

 the removal of dead trees or dead limbs, or

 the partial removal of limbs and branches directly overhanging buildings.

For the purpose of this clause a substantial tree is defined as vegetation that has a trunk
circumference greater than 0.5m at one metre above ground level, and/or a height greater
than 6 metres.

4.0 Decision guidelines

Before deciding on an application, the responsible authority must consider, as appropriate:

 Whether the site is being restricted from realising its development potential [outlined in
the Diamond Creek Twenty20 Major Activity Centre Structure Plan and Leisure
Facilities Plan (September 2006)] by the retention of the vegetation.

 Whether the removal or lopping of the vegetation will detract from the achievement of
the preferred character of the Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre.

 Whether the design of any proposed buildings and works has been adequately
responsive to the objective of avoiding and/or minimising the extent of vegetation
removal, destruction or lopping.

 Whether the proposed location or design of any buildings or works will impair the
appearance or health of the vegetation.

 The need for additional landscaping and screen planting to contribute to the
achievement of the preferred, landscape qualities of the Diamond Creek Major Activity
Centre.

 In the event that an adverse impact on vegetation cannot be avoided, the need for a
comprehensive landscape plan which provides an adequate proposal to provide and
manage replacement vegetation.

 The extent to which the proposed landscaping complements the landscape treatments of
adjoining public realm areas.

 Whether the proposed landscaping is of a high quality and uses indigenous species,
including canopy trees.

 The extent to which front setbacks are landscaped to reinforce the appearance of
vegetation dominating private allotments when viewed from the street.

5.0 Reference Documents

Diamond Creek twenty20 Major Activity Centre Structure Plan and Leisure Facilities Plan
(September 2006)

Diamond Creek Major Activity Centre Design Guidelines Part A and Part B, (2012)
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